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lived to see an age which was in all respects the reversal of
what she herself had striven for. Old age had not im-
proved her temper, and even Suzaku found her very diffi-
cult to get on with, and sometimes wondered how much
longer he would be able to endure so trying a partnership.

So greatly had Yugiri distinguished himself in the literary
competitions which marked that day's festivity, that upon
the strength of them alone he was awarded the Doctor's
degree. Among those who had competed were many who
were far older than he and some who were thought to
possess remarkable ability. But besides Yugiri only two
others were passed. When the time of the autumn appoint-
ments came round he received the rank of Chamberlain.
He longed as much as ever to see Lady Kumoi. But he
knew that To no Chujo had his eye upon him, and to force
his way into her presence under such circumstances would
have been so very disagreeable that he contented himself
with an occasional letter. She, meanwhile, was fully as
wretched as her young lover.

Genji had long had it in his mind, if only he could find a
site sufficiently extensive and with the same natural advan-
tages as the Nij5-in, to build himself a new palace where
he could house under one roof the various friends whose
present inaccessibility, installed as they were in remote
country places, was very inconvenient to him. He now
managed to secure a site of four machi * in the Sixth Ward
close to where Lady Rokujo had lived and at once began to
build.

The fiftieth birthday of Murasaki's father Prince Hyo-
bukyo was in the autumn of the following year. The
preparations for this event were of course chiefly in her
hands; but Genji too, seeing that on this occasion at any
rate he must appear to have overcome his dislike of the

1 A machi is 119 yards.